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Local level

Regional level

Current Structure of Finnish Administration
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National level

Regional level

Local level

Parliament (200 members) President of the Republic Government

Regional Councils 

(19)

Centres for Economic 

Development, Transport 

and the Environment 

(15)

Regional State 

Administrative Agencies 

(6)

Municipalities (+ joint municipal authorities) State Local Administration

National level



Regional State Administrative

Agency for Northern Finland
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Regional State 

Administrative Agencies

Head offices



Responsible for implementing, steering implementation, and 
supervising implementation of legal provisions and legal
protection to some extent in the regions

The agency concentrates on the materialization of basic public
services, legal protection, permits and supervision, public safety, 
tasks related to environmental permits and supervision of 
occupational safety

Operates in close collaboration with municipalities, police offices, 
rescue and fire services, companies, and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs)
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Regional State Administrative Agency - AVI



Strategic steering

Operational steering

Collaboration in 
strategic steering

MINISTRY OF

EDUCATION AND 

CULTURE

MINISTRY 

OF JUSTICE

MINISTRY OF 

AGRICULTURE 

AND FORESTRY

MINISTRY OF 

EMPLOYMENT

AND THE ECONOMY

MINISTRY 

OF FINANCE

MINISTRY 

OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT

MINISTRY OF

SOCIAL AFFAIRS

AND HEALTH

OCCUPATIONAL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY

•Investigation of the causes and

the prevention of serious 

accidents in the workplace 

•Supervision of enterprises and

product safety

BASIC PUBLIC 

SERVICES,

LEGAL RIGHTS AND

PERMITS 
•Social welfare and health care

•Environmental health care

•Administration of alcohol

•Teaching services

•Consumer and competition matters

•Coordination of preparedness 

and preparedness planning 

•Assessment of basic services

POLICE 

•Regional collaboration 

of authorities

•Coordination of preparedness 

and preparedness planning 

Assessment of basic services   

ENVIROMENTAL 

PERMITS 

•Applications based on 

the Water Act

•Applications based on 

the Environmental

Protection Act 

FIRE AND RESCUE 

SERVICES AND 

PREPAREDNESS 

•Rescue services

•Coordination of preparedness 

and preparedness planning 

•Assessment of basic services

MINISTRY OF 

THE INTERIOR

Municipalities

for Northern Finland Personnel approx. 150

DIRECTOR - GENERAL
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Regional State Administrative Agency



Sustainable use of 

natural resources

Assistance during emergencies

Availability and quality of 

basic services
Reduced differences in well-being, 

health and education

Effective exclusion

prevention

Regional State Administrative Agency Strategic Goals

Healthy Society

Safe Society
Equal Society

Communities and citizens have a 

better ability to manage their security

A healthy and safe living environment

Prolonging working lives through well-being at work

A secure society during exceptional 

circumstances and incidents

Reduce the black 

economy
Healthy and active 

market

Consistent and more 

effective solutions

Judicial review focus on 

prevention

Rapid, high-quality and  efficient 

processing of permits

Effective 

supervision
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The task of regional administration is to 
promote  the vitality, welfare and 
development of Northern Finland
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