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The Norwegian concept of total defence

Mutual support and cooperation between the Norwegian Armed
Forces and the civilian society

s In prevention, contingency planning, crisis management and
P conseguence management
P

From peace, through crisis, to war
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The Norwegian
Total Defence Concept
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Public security — national, regional and local
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How do we make
this work together?







2026 — The Year of Total Defence

In cooperation with a broad range of civilian authorities and the
Norwegian Armed Forces, the Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection
iIs now in full scale applying the planned framework of The Year of Total
Defence.

Overarching goal: to strengthen our ability to prevent, manage and
respond to security challenges, large-scale incidents and war.

» Strengthen resilience in critical infrastructure

e Strengthen civilian sector’s ability to support the armed forces

» Strengthen the ability of the full spectrum of total defence to
understand and apply host nation support (HNS)

* Strengthen the ability to protect the population during wartime

* Strengthen the overall resilience in the population
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To conclude on the total defence concept in Norway

* Known structures based on the thinking of all-hazards approach
secures for a healthy and joint approach to war and large-scale
security escalations.

e System trust. Trust in mandates. Trust in decision-making. Dual use
when necessary.

« Common understanding on how to solve and manage a certain threat
or risk, also when it calls for joint decision-making and use of resouces

from both the civil and military side.

* Use and involvement of the right competence for the benefit of all.



Resilience in society, within organizations,
and among the population
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Resilience: the first line of defence
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esilience — NATO Ar

Resilience: the first line of defence

<

“Each NATO member country needs to have the resilience to withstand shocks
like natural disasters, failure of critical infrastructure and military attacks.

Resilience is a society’s ability to resist and recover easily and quickly from

these shocks, combining civilian, economic, commercial and military factors. In

sum, resilience is the combination of civil preparedness and military capacity.”
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